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SUB J : LUTHERAN PASTOR'S DEATH STIRS WATCHFULNESS IN GDR GOVERNMENT 

1 . SUMMARY: OFFICIAL GDR REACTION TO THE RECENT 

ATTEMPT AT SELF-IMMOLATION BY A LUTHERAN PASTOR IS FURTHER 
TESTIMONY THATTHE GDR AUTHORITIES ARE EVER WATCHFUL ABOUT 
INTERNAL SECURITY. A NEUES DEUTSCHLAND EDITORIAL OF 
AUGUST 31 ATTEMPTS TO DIFFUSE EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL 
HOSTILITY TOWARD THE GDR GOVERNMENT AS A RESULT OF THE 
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE. 

2. THE WIDELY-REPORTED ATTEMPT ON AUGUST 18 AT SELF- 
IMMOLATION, AND THE SUBSEQUENT DEATH A WEEK LATER, 

OF LUTHERAN PASTOR OSKAR BRUESEWITZ OF ZEITZ NEAR LEIPZIG, 

HAS CAUSED A GOOD DEAL OF CONCERN WITHIN EAST GERMAN 
OFFICIAL RANKS. ACCORDING TO WESTERN PRESS REPORTS, THE 
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PASTOR ATTEMPTED TO CALL ATTENTION BY HIS ACTION TO THE 
PLIGHT OF THE CLERY IN EAST GERMANY WHO ARE RESTRICTED 
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IN THEIR MINISTRY BY OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE, AND 
ESPECIALLY TO HIS CONTENTION THAT YOUTH ARE HELD DOWN 
BY THE GDR REGIME. 

3. EVIDENCE OF GDR OFFICIAL CONCERN APPEARED AUGUST 31 

IN NEUES DEUTSCHLAND THROUGH PUBLICATION OF A LONG EDITORIAL 
ENTITLED, "THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS”. IT 
DESCRIBED THE PASTOR AS "ABNORMAL" AND NOT IN COMPLETE 
CONTROL OF HIS SENSES. IN SUPPORT OF THIS CONTENTION, 

THE EDITORIAL DETAILED A NUMBER OF "UNUSUAL" ACTIONS TAKEN 
BY PASTOR BRUESEWITZ IN CARRYING OUT HIS MINISTRY. INCLUDING 
THE INTRODUCTION OF ANIMALS INTO HIS SERVICES AND ATTEMPTS 
TO BRIBE CHILDREN TO ATTEND CHURCH. THE EDITORIAL BLAMES 
SOME CHURCH LEADERS IN WEST GERMANY AND THE WEST GERMAN 
MASS MEDIA FOR BLOWING THE ATTEMPTED SELF-IMMOLATION OUT 
OF ALL PROPORTION. THEIR MOTIVE FOR DOING SO, ACCORDING 
TO ND, IS TO TARNISH THE GROWING INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION 
OF THE GDR GAINED THROUGH ECONOMIC. CULTURAL, SOCIAL AND 
SPORTS SUCCESSES. THE WEST GERMAN MASS MEDIA ARE 
SINGLED OUT FOR MAKING USE OF THIS TRAGIC EVENT TO "CYNICALLY" 
DISCREDIT THE GDR BY PORTRAYING THE PASTOR'S ACTION AS 
"BEARING WITNESS" AGAINST THE GDR REGIME AND EAST 
GERMAN SOCIETY. 

4. THE ND EDITORIAL WAS PUBLISHED ALMOST TWO WEEKS AFTER 
THE ATTEMPTED SELF-IMMOLATION. IF FOLLOWED A WEEK, 
PUBLICATION IN ND OF A STATEMENT OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP IN MAGDEBURG WHICH SAID THAT THE CHURCH COULD 
NOT CONDONE THE PASTOR S ACTION AND REGRETTED THAT SUCH 
ACTS COULD NOT BE FORESEEN AND STOPPED BY CHURCH 
AUTHORITIES. THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION NEWSPAPER. 

NEUE ZEIT, PUBLISHED ON AUGUST 31 A MIXTURE OF THE ARGU- 
MENTS USED BY THE MAGDEBURG CHURCH LEADERSHIP AND THE ND 
EDITORIAL. NEUE ZEIT SHARPLY CRITICIZED THE WEST GERMAN 
MASS MEDIA FOR "SHAMELESSLY" USING THE PASTOR'S ATTEMPTED 
SUICIDE TO BROADCAST THE "LOWEST KIND OF LIES" ABOUT 

THE GDR. IN CONCLUDES THAT THE GOOD RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CHURCH WHICH IS SOUGHT AFTER IN 
OTHER SOCIETIES IN "REALITY" IN THE GDR. 
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5. COMMENT: THE HEAVY PLAY GIVEN TO THIS INCIDENT BY 
THE WESTERN MEDIA IN THE WEEK AFTER IT OCCURRED, UNDOUBTEDLY 
PLAYED A ROLE IN CONVINCING GDR AUTHORITIES TO GO ON 
RECORD AGAINST THE PORTRAYAL OF BRUESEWITZ AS A "MARTYR" 

OF RESISTANCE TO THE GDR REGIME. IT IS, HOWEVER, ALSO 
ASSUMED THAT THE PASTOR'S ATTEMPTED SUICIDE HAS HAD 
REPERCUSSIONS WITHIN GDR SOCIETY, ESPECIALLY AMONG 
CHRISTIANS AND YOUTH. THE APPEARANCE OF THE ND 
EDITORIAL AT A TIME WHEN WESTERN PRESS COVERAGE HAD FAT. LED 
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OFF LEADS TO THE BELIEF THAT THE ND EDITORIAL SERVED 
AT LEAST A DUAL PURPOSE, TO RESPOND TO WESTERN PRESS 
ATTACKS AND TO DEAL WITH ANY UNREST AMONG THE GDR POPULACE 
WHICH THE INCIDENT MAY HAVE STIRRED. 

6. THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE GDR REGIME TAKES 
SERIOUSLY INDIVIDUAL ACTS OF DEFIANCE LIKE THAT OF PASTOR 
BRUESEWITZ. CHURCH SOURCES IN WEST BERLIN HAVE TOLD 
OFFICIALS OF THE WEST GERMAN REPRESENTATION HERE THAT A 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE POLITBUERO WAS CALLED SHORTLY AFTER 
THE INCIDENT TO CONSIDER POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION. IT 
IS SPECULATED THAT THE POLITBURERO HAS FAR MORE CONCERN 
OVER POSSIBLE INTERNAL REPERCUSSIONS THAN OVER THOSE 
OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY. WHILE AWARE OF THE DAMAGE WHICH 
THIS INCIDENT COULD CAUSE TO THE GDR'S HARD-EARNED 
INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION, THE GDR'S POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 
IS EVER WATCHFUL OF EVENTS INSIDE THE COUNTRY WHICH MAY 
PRESAGE INTERNAL DISSENT. IT IS COMMON WISDOM HERE THAT 
THE GDR GOVERNMENT TOOK FULL COGNIZANCE OF THE UNREST IN 
POLAND IN JUNE WHICH WAS TRIGGERED BY A THREATENED 
INCREASE IN FOOD PRICES, FOR ANY POSSIBLE SPILL-OVER 
EFFECT ON THE GDR. ALSO, IT IS BELIEVED THAT WHILE 
HIGH GDR OFFICIALS WOULD LIKE TO PREVENT FURTHER BORDER 
INCIDENTS, THEY HAVE SHOWN NO INDICATION OF WILLINGNESS 
TO LOOSEN INTERNAL SECURITY CONTROLS. THE HEAVILY 
SECURITY-ORIENTED AUGUST 13 COMMEMORATION OF THE BERLIN 
WALL SUPPORTS, IN PART, THE CONTENTION OF GOVERNMENT 
CONCERN WITH INTERNAL ORDER. THE ND EDITORIAL OF AUGUST 31 
REPRESENTS ANOTHER OCCASION FOR THE GDR TO DEFEND ITSELF 
AGAINST THOSE WHO WOULD "INTERFERE" IN INTERNAL GDR 
MATTERS. IT SERVES AS WELL AS A WARNING TO THOSE WHO WOULD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 04 BERLIN 06609 020635Z 

PROMOTE INTERNAL DISSENT.COOPER 
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